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Tn fugest 1948, the Mmssians ordered production of nickel wire mesh by the
following Firms in the Soviet Zone:

a. BRaderschmeider ond Jenzner in Zeulenroda, Sturingia, a privately owned
plant.

b, Oskar bilhauer in Neustadt/Orla, Thuringia, a people's owned
enterprise.

. Fritz Lose in Meiningen, Thuringla, under trusteeship.

G, Beyer Brothera in Gréfenthal, Thuringia, a land-owned enterprise.
o. ‘DA Hagubn in Raguhn, Anhali, a pecple's owned plant.

. Paul kiving fiym, Thuringla.

1mong these firms, TLWA Ragohn ds an enterprise congisting of three former
individual firms ir Ragubns Julius Pohle, Heerbrendt-Werke AG. and Selden-vnd
Peindrahtosze Paul Krange. Shortly after productlon wos clarted, the Pm
Jiring flym was withdrawn from the production program becavse it was unable to
asert the specifications imposed by the Russians.

Those specifications were that the mesh be made with 10,000 openings per
square cm. from nicksl wire of 0.0L mm diameter.® 00,000 square meisrs were
required. The order further spscified that the required 40,000 aquare

. meters of mesh were %o be produced and delivered in 1949, Thls order wus

fulfilled. ™

For 1950, the Russians ordered production of 50,000 square meters of

nickel wire mesh haviung 7,000 openings per square om, and mede oL wire of
0.05 mm diameter. 7This order was given to only two of the firms mentioned
in paragrsph 1@ Dederschaeider wnd lensneyx was clurged with production of
20,000 square meters, and Uskar iilhaner was charged wiih production of
30,000 square meters, 20,000 of which tho bilhazer firm is to »roduce Iimeld,
awd 10,000 of which #ill pedistributed among ths other firms nomed sbove
(with the exception of Paul Eiring}. Tt is believed that the firms will be
able to meet thls order.
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Tre quality of the nickel used could not be determined but it is believed

inat bhe wire consisls of a nickel alloy. It ds produced by the 3AG Kupfer-
und dessingwerks Hettstadt (fammer Monefeld A}, The Hetistedt nlanh produces
wire with a diameter of 0.8 ma. VFrom there, the wire goes to the Vogel

7able Werks in Berlin-Kopenick where the diameter is reduced to 0.04 mm. The
wire i1z of bad quality. Whereas the wire formerly used in this production and
stemuing from the Sassenscheidt ard Co. in Linsal, Westphalia, had an average of

only 100 knots per piece of 250 souare metors, the wire now used has between 0,000
d 1G,000 knots in a picce the same size. The nickel used is believed to aome
fvom the Petsamo mines.

ihe weaving machines prowucing the mess agw WAL ECTUIGU By LnLl Jaeger in
stadt/Orla, Thuringiz, ithe machines ave driven by a 1 HP electromotor;
they have 2 crankshafh drive with a double joint and work by raisd ng sad lowering
the batten. These machines (as well as those ordered for shipment, as
mentioned below, which are of the same type) are of outmoded construction
(1928 to 1930). The hourly capacity of a machine is a piece of screen
(10,000 openings per square cm) 1 m wide and 20 om long. The Russians at
first demanded 15 om per hour, and later increascd the order to 18 o per
bour. The maximum hourly output is 30 cm, but this can be obtained only
with the very best wire matecisl. Following: is the number of machines in
possession of the above-mentioned fimms:

Baderschneider-und Lenzner: 12 machines

tilhauer 12 machines at the begiming of 19483,
later indreased to 18

Lose 2 machines

Beyer 1 machine

TLWA Raguhn 2 machines, probably more were added
iater

biring 5 machines, two of which produce
screen of half-meter width only

In mid-1948, the Jaeger fim obtained an order for 120 machines from the
Hussians. Sixty of these were actually produced and shipped to Russia
where they reportedly went o a weaving factory in the vicinity of Moscow,
Until the end of 1949, thirty-five more machines had been produced. Ten

of these were shipped east but went only as far as Prankfurt (Oder) and then
were turned back to Jaeger, the Russians having refused to accept them. At
the end of February 1950, thirty-five machines were stored in Yeustadt.
Russian orders to distribute them to the above-menticoned firms had not been
complied with. The head of the Jacger fimm, imil Jaecger, fled to the West
in the spring of 1948.

In the mesh with 10,000 openings, the width of an opening ig 0.C6 mm. The
firms engaged in mesh production were provided with ocular micrometers from
the Zeiss firm with which they were able to measure the width of the open—
ings. In August 1949, the Russians announced that mesh with openings
exceeding 0.09 mm in width would be turned back .

The final destination aad purpose of the mesh are unknowm bui rumors have
been circulated in the works engaged in its production to the effect that it
is to be used for rockets as well us for atomic Weapons and Bacteviologics
DUIrPUSEs., T

The finished mesh of all the firms mentioned above, with the exception of
Baderschnelder-und lenzner, is brought by truck to the Uskar Rilhaner plant.
Thus, the entire preduction is concentrated at Oskar Lilhauer and Baderschnelder—
und Lenzner. From the 25th to the end of each month, the production is picked
up by truck at these two firms and transported to Karlshorst whence it goes -

tc Russia by plans. The screen 1s packed in zinc~plated boxes of about

1,15 m, 15 em, 30 ew. The boxes bear Russian inscriptions.
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The following Russians are sr have been engajed in inspecting the mesh

production: Chief tngireer (fnu) Angelov who returned to Russia in August

19L9; his successor was Lngineer (fnu) Kerolov who was still there at the

end of February 19%0. inginecr Fedotov directs the picking up of the mesh

and its transport to Harlshorst. The entire wmesh production 1s under the

direction of (fnu) Sobolovr™¥who is believed te be an adjutant to Lt.

General Rudenko, Karlishorat. Sobolov is employed in the Optics and
Prucision-lechanics section of the Karishorst administration., This section

handles the shipment of the findshed mesh to Russia. 25X1

in fugust 1940, the Lose fimn was orgéieu 0 produce bronze mesh ¥ith 10,000
openings per square om using wire of 0,.0L mm diameter. Up to the end of 1959, the
J.J.rm had )mducvd uOU m.{llr‘&\, mters of tnis mesh after which production was ‘
onbinued. . » W Derulra. The kilhaser fimg too, produced
and is still r»nba,' ed in the production of bronze mesh with wire of 0.0L mm
diemeter; the number of openings in this mesh varies between 9,000 amd

10,000 per sgquare cm. This mesh is furnished te Russian Field Fost nurbers.
tdlhaver has also produced samples of bronze mesh with wive of 0.02 ané 0.03 .m
dismeter and having openings from 18,000 to 22,00C per square cm, Thess
samples were ordered by and delivered to the Optics and Precision-Mechanics
section, Karlshorst.

:Com@g:{zt. Origdnally, wire of Q.03 mm dismebder was ordered, but
soon alfterwarus, the order was changed to wire of 0,0L mm
diameter. Wire of 0.03 mm diametér which had already
beesn furnished to the works had to be sent back and
replaced by 0.CL mm wire. The mesh actually produced is
made of 0.0L mn wire.

| |Comment: | [the actual amount of mesh delivered
fo The Russians exceeded the quantity ordered.
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